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Noviee  Cross-Country

start of the 1946 Scottish
Championships, with 280

runners, makes a grand spectacle,
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NATIONAL NOVICE CHAMPIONSHIPS H POLLOK ESTATE

(1)—The Start.

(2)—R. MATHIESON (Maryhill H.) running strongly, has a nice lead
at halfl distance.

(3)—The winner, J, STUART (Shettleston H.), after taking the lead,
puis in a greal sprint finish despite heavy going and wintry
corlitions.

THE SCOTS ATHLETE

To Stimulate Interest, to Develop Enthusiasm
and to Encourage Sportsmanship in Scotland

Edited by WALTER J. ROSS
Editorial Offices—69 ST. VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW, C.2.

DECEMBER 1946

No. [0

Annual Subscription /6

NATIONAL NOVICE
CHAMPIONSHIPS

The National Noviee Oross-Country
Championships were held at FPollok
Estate, on November Z3rd, over a five-
mile course,

The worst pessible weather pre-
valled, but even the heavy rain and
sodden greasy conditions counld not
damp the ardour of runnemrs and spec-
tatore who were rewarded by & most
engrossing race over a two-lap course.

There was o magnificent entry of 35
elubs, comprising 280 runners, and they
made a grand array -lined up for the
start,

Though it was a Noviee race, the
rumnmers were not all entirely Inexperi-
enced. Many of them were well-known
and had won honours In the past, in
track races and youths' evepds.

Prior to the start J. Stoart (Shettles-
ton Harriers) and J. Fleming (Mother-
well YMOA) were Joint favourites,
but while the munners were stripping
a meeting was held and i was
amnounced that James Fleming wonld
not be allowed to compete. The
annonneement come as 4 great SUrprise
to everyone, but to none more 20 than
Fleming, who had been unaware of any
frregularily In his  entry. James
Fleming, then, won honours for which
he did not need to compete. for despite
hig great disappointment he displayed
imself with charseter and forbearance
in the tradition of a true sportsman.
We admired his ability to be aflible
with all present, under the cireum-
gtances, for his heart had been set on
putting up a great show In the race.

In the early stages of the race
Mathiezon (Maryhill H.) took the lead
and at half-distance was about 200 yis.
in front of a group of rumners which
included Stuart

Mathieson really looked good but so
did the bunch at his back, The leaders
weathered the first lap well and it was
obvious that the last lap would be a
“ killer.”

Stunrt. who seemed to bée running to
plan, and with jndgement and confid-
ence closed up on Mathleson, taking
J. Smart (Edinburgh Southern H.), P.
Donnachbe  (Dundes Thistle H.). 5
Afdams - (Victorla, Park) and E. Smith
(Garscube) with him,

Stoart and Smart eventually got out
In front, With half-n-mile to go Smart
forced a twoyard lead and It was
“ anybody's ™ race, Stuart, approaching
the uphill finish and still romoing in
confident style despite his stroggle
with Smurt, then started a real romp-
ing finish In classic style and was
warmly greeted by the spectators as
he hroke the tape,

Smeart, tired out after & very game
race, wis runner-up.  Thosa * Siamess
Twins," Adams and Smith finished
third and fowrth. respectively, having
passed Phil Donnachle in the run-in,
Mathieson was sixth though, if he
had taken an easler first lap, It Is
possible he wonld have been farther
.

The race must have been one-of the
closest ever—a mere 17 secs, covering
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Stuart, the winner, from Mathieson in
sixth place.

In the team race, Vale of Leven
AAC, very wisely had their counting
four running as a unit, and they well
deserved victory with the low count
of 51 points, beating the Eastern ehal-
lenge of Edinburgh Southern Harrlers
by 17 points. Always a foree In team
races, Shettleston were thied with 78
points,

A gpecial mention of B G. Steachan
(Edinburgh Rover Scouts) who running
a8 an individual finfshed eighth.

It was grand to witness such enthu-
slasm for the race. The sport is
certainly flourishing when one con-
gsiders  the entry of clubs  that
travelled far distances, such as Aber-
deen University Hares and Houndsa
Doon Hurriers, Dundes Thistle Haor-
riera, the Edinburgh clubs, and new
and  revived clubs  as  Johnstone
Y.M.C.A.  Harrlers, West  Kilhrlde
AAC, and Kirkealdy Y.M.CA. Har-
Tiers.

The intense exuberance of the 280
runners was  matched by the lusty
enthusiassm of a large number of sup-
porters and 1t was most pleasing to
@ the renppearance of many well-
kent fapes in ecross-commtry clreles,

ATHLETE

Detailed results:—

Individual | placings—1, J. Stuart
Shettleston H.) Z20min., 53 sec.; 2, 1.
Smart (Edinburgh Southern H.); 3
J. Adams (Vietorla Park); 4, R. Smith
(Garscube H.: 5, P. Donnachie (Duan
dea Thia); 6, It. Mathieson (Maryhill
H.)

First 15 team placings—1. Vale of
Leven (Getty 11, Cole 12, Campbell 13,
Galacher 15) 561 pts; 2, Edinburgh
Southern H. (Smart 2, Smith 18
Mitchell 22, Pearson 26) 68 pia;
Bhettleston H., (Stwart 1, Agnew 17,
Burns 24, MeLaren 26) 78 pts. ; 4th and
Gth equal, Greenock Wellpark (10, 32,
38, Th) 155 pie; &t Modan's H.E.F.P.
(14, 18, 60, 63) 155 pts.; 6. Victorla
Park AAC, (3 23, 52, 78) 158 pts.; T,
Garscube Harriers (4, 20, 64, S0) 164
pt=.; 8 Maryhill H. (6 18, 51, 89) 165
pis. B Bellnhouston H, (8, 16, 70, S4)
178 pta; 10, West Kllbride A AQ, (34,
41, 43, T2) 190 pts.; 11, Glaggow Uni-
versity H. & H. (28, 53, 56, 67) 11
pte: 12, Clydesdale F. (D, 49, 59, 70)
196 pts.; 13, Kirkealdy Y.M.C.A, H.
(20, 35, 27, 113) 210 pt=. ; 14, Bdinburgh
University H. & H. (20, 48, 81, 100)
208 pis.; 15; Deon H. (46, 82, 85, 106).
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CLUB FORMED 1945 — TEAM
CHAMPIONS 1946

Yes—the Vale of ‘Laven AAC
winners of the National Xovice Team
Champlonship at Pollok Estate on
November 28rd, UMG—was only formed
in 1946,

And Bellubouston Harrlers can make
another elaim of serviee to the sport,
for their well-known member from the
“ Vale,” Jimany Gardner was the prime
mover of the formatlon of Vale of
Leven A.AC., which was otlicially
gtarted on Sth September, 1945, at u
meeting held in the pavillon at Mill-
burn Park, ground of the Vale of
Leven F.C.

The remarkuble jump to the fore-
front in just over one year wis docom-
plished with enthusiastic perseverance
of the team, with the encouragement
of their hard-working secretary, Willie
Stevenzon, and the experlence, andd
sound training methods of thelr coach
amd Maryhill Horrier, Archie Peters.

Arehle took the boys out from Leven-
vale School, on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings and the pack covered dis-
tanees varying from three to five miles.
Emphasis was laid on steady poeing
and anything In the nature of racing
each other was “ tahoo,”  Fast starts
were Indulged in at appropriate times
with n gradual building up of pace
over the rest of the distance,

The training trails can be claimed as
the most beautdiful in the world, foor
thelr road runs are along  * The
Bonnle Banks o Loch Lomond " and
on Saturday alternoons for thele eross-

©epuntry runs they traverse the hills

that overlook the picturesqie Rob Roy
country arownd Drymen. ;

Their ¢lulh noviee champlonshin was
won by Alex, Camphell, but he was only
ten yards in front of 1. Getty. another
ten yarda in front of W. Gallacher,
third. The last mentioned, by the way,
I8 a brother of “ Skeets " Gallacher of
loxing  Lame.

"The National Noviee Championship

was o groeat occasion for the “ Vale "
hoys. What an exhibtion of team ron-

ning they zafe!

J. Getty managed to lead the team
home, fnishing 11th. T1. Coll, who wis=

fourth in their club race, Aoisbed 12th
amd A, Campbell and W, Gallacher 18th
amd 15th, respectively, giving them tle
low total of 51 podnts,

There could have been no more popu-
lar sueeess and the club-members were
overwhelmed with hand-shakes, The
reception by the other harrier cluhs
and the Interest shown by the * Vale "
publie was, in the words of Willie
Hrevenson, * Sportsomnzhip ot s very
best."™ .

Prominent people of Vale of Leven
digtelet have o keen interest in the
clul's activities and it will be recalled
that Sir Ian Colquhoun, Bart, DUEO.,
of Lun=s formally opened their sports
merting ut Millborn Park last July.

Mr. Hugh Cralg, J.I*, is Honosiry
President of the eluly, and amongst
other henefactors are Miss Millar-Welr,
who presented a silver cup for the
eluly cross-country championshlp, and
Mr. B, Hofstetter, a Swiss Consul and
roaident of Ballech, who has given o
trophy for the club novice champlion-
ship.

The Vale of Leven AAC. officlnls
nre expectlng a hig inerease inoelnb
membership.  Their club have done
mueh to foster athleties in the * Vale."
Their winning temm s an insplration
to local youthe

Tteernits conld not Join better com
pany for the great novice team vietory

was hronght about by enthuslastic. and

likeahle lads with the true team =pirit,

Cross-Country International.—W. T
MeXNeillle, of Bellahouston Harriers, is
sponsoring a party to travel to the
International in Parie on Saturday,
20th March next. and anyone Interested
ghould contact him at % Kent Drive,
Burnside: or T. L. Davies & Co,, 21
Queen  Street, who are making the
arranzements, for Tuller detadls. The
party will travel by bus all the way,
probably leaving Glasgow on Thorsday
evening, 2Tth March, and -returning
Maonday, S1st, and the full cost, all in,
wonld not exees] £15 15/-.
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JAMES STUART

{Shettleston Harriers)

TATSTD MAERI

J. STUART

¥ Finnish middle-distance style, with its
powerful leg thrust ond  even  pace”

Natlonal Noviee winner,
Stuart has set a fine example f.f nt:;-:
many young men who have come back
from the Services with a desire to
cateh up with their Interrupted eareers
on track and feld.

As the mést lmproved runner of the
year his methods are worthy of the
closest study.

Demobilised dn. May, Stuart, who wis
a Flying Officer in the RAF., at once
set about picking up the threads of a
running career, which before the war
had been foll of promise. He was o
leader of the Corntyne pack of 16-vear-
old youths whoe won the Cress-Country
championship In 19887 and won second
place In 1838, He alzo was runper-up
to Reld of Doon, in the Youth Mile
champlonship of 1947,

On restarting his running, after his
demob., Stuart decided the Finnizh
middle distance style as advoeated by
Paave Nurmi, with Its powerful leg
thrust and even pace, came closest to
his needs. and with Taisto Macki as
hizs model he set to work to improve
his own style

Working on a seven-day-week trafn-
ing schedule he made constant use of
a stop-wateh, but did no actaal all-out

ronning wh 1

T except en In competitivyg
The success of this training was

shown by his handleap figures which

tumbled from 135 yards to 30 yards.

Thiz represented seven firsta and two

seconds in open races.

With his win in the National Moviee
proving he has staminn and staying
power over the longer distance. Stuart
Intends to rest untll the New Year
when he will restart tralming to eradl-
cate the remainipe faults in his style
in preparation for next year's track
BEARON.

I Hke the power and determination
with which he runs and I am looking
forward to seeing him develop into
one . of our 5,000 metres represen-
tatlves for the
Olympic Games.

Stuart a8 hy
professaion an
actor, and is at
present appearing
In the OCitlzens
Theatre with the
“Bertha Waddell's
Children's
Theatre,”

THE S8COTS ATHLETE T

A STAR FROM
THE EAST

J. SMART

James Smart of Edinburgh Southern
Harrlers proved himself to be a very
game runoer and one of Scotland's
hrightest prospects at the Natlonal
Novice Champlonships when he finished
ronner-up to J. Stmart

He bas had a quick rise to note
starting running in 1044 at the age
of nineteen. This is his first cross-
country | season, though he took
Sguthern's novice championship in con-
vincing style, for all his previous run-
ning has been on the track.

Hia first win came in the Edinburgh
Unlon of Boye' Clubs' mile champlon-
aghip In 1844, and in the same season

won the Seottish Association of Boys'
Clubs' half-mile.

o During this track season he won the
Crabbie Cup at the Edinburgh Inter-

Works Sports, for the second year in

succession, as well az winnlng Edin-
burgh Southern Harriers' track cham-
plonship,

Competing in ten open handicaps, he
won three, had four seconds and one
third, and brought his handieap down
to the low mark of &) yards., -

He is a leader in BEdinburgh Y.ML
South Side Boys' Clubs and finds great
pleasure ‘In  enconraging  athletics
among the boys.

This star from the east & still on
the #scendant. The follest light has
not been shown. He will reach greater
helghts In time. b o]

Bellahouston Harriers JTuhilee Dinner
w1l be held in Cranston's Restaurant,
Royal BExchange, on Friday, 20th Dee-
ember, 1846, at 7 pm,  Dinner, 7.15
pm. prompt.  Tickets, 12/6 each, from
Hon. Secretary, J. Todd, 48 )
Avenne, S.1. Al applications = for
tiekets should be accompanied by re-
mittance and stamped addressed enve-

oz,

A NEW FEATURE

Thanks to the co-operation of Roy
Hoblnson, the well-known Shettleston
half-miler and 1939 Scottish Champion-
ship finalist, our paper will carry the
new  feature “ Photo Flash™  ench
month.

oy is a very keen photographer and
all photos in this issue, except those of
It. Iteld and J. Smart, are by his cour-
L=y,

Send for
“THE SCOTS ATHLETE™
“NOVICE " "
SOUVENIR CALENDAR
Price 1/- (post free).

‘LAST MONTIS CHOSSWORD SOLUTION,

Across:—(2) Bteminn: (7) A Tle; (@) Aldag
(11) Are: (11) Doss; (14) Ear; (18) Patters;
(1T Cel: (18) N.8.AM. (20} Rod: (21) Fain;
{22) Bhin; (23) And wo on.

Down:—(1) Handlcaps: '(3) Tips; {(4) Mara-
thona (5) Nleer: (8) Ban Romani; (8) Fastern;
(@) Attends: (10) Hopes; (18) Nasal; (16) Al
In; (100 Scha. 5
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CLYDESDALE HARRIERS 1885-1946

This = Tistory, written by A, D.
MeDonald, ioos faken maoinly  from
notes of the ehafrman's speech  af

Clydesdale  Harpiers' Jubilee Dinner

held last year,

 Thia s more than o club history,
for the ‘early vevord of crents of
Clydesdale Harriors belomgs also o
the history of crosg-conntry rensing i
Scofland. —EniToR,

The  Clydesdale Huarriers  club
officknls were gratificd by the response
to thelr Youths' Ballot Team Race,
when 5T under-18g toed the line on
4th November, 1048, at Clydebank. 8o
mateh so, they will endeavour to muike
t],l‘,lp?m annual event, taking the pluee
of an Open Cross-Country  Handieap
which the same club formerly spon-
sored and which was decided over
saven-miles  course,  from  Scotstoun
Showground, always on the first Satar-
day of November.

‘But  flicking over the pages of the
li=tory hook, thelr breezy confidence
and flaic for doing the right thing is
easztly tnderstood.

The - Clydesdale Clabk has been o

M the business ™ over a long period and
for sixty years have made a hablt of
serving up the right dish for athletes
and - thelr supporters.

The 4th May, 1583, wnas an, auspi-
cious  day for Seottish Amateur
Athletlcs. On that day o conference
wig held which resulted in the follow-
ing notice appearing in the * Scottizh
Umpire,” n sporting journnl of that
period.—

# At n meetlng hold on Monday
evening, of a number of gentlemen
interested in athletic matters, It was
agresd to form o harrlers elub for
Glasgow and surrounding district, the
name of the eclob to be known as
*The Clydesdale Harrlers.,!

*The  following = gentlemen  were
elected as  office-benrers :—President,
Allant Kirkwood: Treasurer, A, M.
Camphell: Becretary, Alexander
MeNab, 29 Eglinton Street, from whom
all information may be had.'

That thiz early band of enthusinst=s
wers pot inclingd to let the grass grow
nnder their feet Is borne out by the
announcement [n the same newspaper,
dated 20th May:—

“ Qlydesdale, Harrviers Clob. . 300
vards handicap under rules of the Scot-
tigh Amatenr Athletic Associntion will

tnke place on Wednesday evening, Srd
June, 1885,  Open to all amatears.”

A World Champion

Schools and like organizations had,
of course, tnken part in the good old-
fushioned type of paper chase but In
September, 1885, the good people of
Mulguy were privileged by being the
first ever, In Seotland, to witness u
crogscountry run s we know it
to-day. And it was not half-hearted
measure ot that, as the hares covered
a distance of thirteen miles, taking
around two hours to do the journey, A
tonch of colonr waos lent to the pro-
coedings in these days by the whip
carrying a hunting horn and we never
heard of anyone not having sufficient
breath left to execute hizs duty when
NECeSSary.

The object of the club as always
embodied In the constitutlon was the
promotion  of amatenr athletics in
general and cross country ronning In
partiendar, bot In the early excite-
ment of a new adventure, the com-
mittee was not hidebound by conven-
tion in their interpretation of this
rule.

Thus It océnslons no surprise to find,
in an early copy of the annual report,
that the 20 miles eyeling championship
of the club was won by the famous
It A, Vogt. Shortly after this, hoxing
wins embraced In the list of club
activities and not only had Clydesdale
Harriers the hononr of Introducing
open-air boxing to the Glasgow public
bt had under their wing the late
Ialph Erskine, a worlid amatenr cham-
Mon of his day.

1081 Fully-Paid Members

The whole of the West of Scotland
was combed in an effort to enlist
recruits  under the amateur athletie
banner and amongst others in o the
early days we find well-known  per-
formers in Clydesdale colours, such as
James Henderson of Chryston ;. Jimmie
Campbell, Helenshurgh; James Logan,
Vale of Leven; Willinm Thomson and
John Clelland of Larkhall; A P
Findlay and. I Dickle, Ayr, and
Andrew Haoneb and Charlie. Penoy-
cook, of Glasgow,

Of course, the path of progress was
not exactly strewn with roses at the
outset, and, in 15886, a hreak-away from
the club resulted In the formation of
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the West of Scotland Harriers Club.
Just before this time, Edinburgh
Harrierg Club had been founded by the
Jate David 8. Duncan, and these were
the “Blg Three'' in Scotflsh Amatenr
Athletics of this era.

In 1888, Clydesdale galped a slight
edge on their rivals when they took
the declgion to form sections In Ayr-
ghire, Dunbartonshire, Lanarkshire,
and Stirlingshire. Each section pos-
sessed the advantage of a district club
whilst enjoying the support and assist-
ance of the parent body. Eoterprise
had itz own reward and In 1863 the
membership of the club had rlsen to
its peak with the astonishing total of
1081 fully paid members—a remark-
able achievement.

Clydesdale Sports Day Meant a
Rainy Day

The clob, in Its early ventures as
Open Sports Meeting promoters, intro-
duced many notable performers to
Glasgow, but for a long period Clydes-
dale Harrfers Sports Meeting and bad
weather were synonymous terms. So
much o, that'In one season we hear of
a guarantee fond being ealled up and

mnhers paying £2 per head to defray
EXPENEeS.

Clydebank Becomes Headquarters

In 1610, the National Cross Country
Unilon ordained that sectlong were not
admisgible and In  consequence club
activities were confined to Glasgow,
but thanks to en energetic committee,
from that date until 1914, the club
entercéd one of its most prosperous
periods,

The opening run at Clydebank in
senson 1912 drew over 100 ronners,
whilst in 1911, 1912, 103, sixty com-
petitors was an average fleld In’the
Club  Noviee C.C, Champlonship.
During the track season the fortnightly
confined -competittion attbacted more
competitors than the average open
sports meeting.

Then August, 1814—operations wera
suspended sine die and the elub funds
distributed among war charities.

"With a nucleus of members in Clyde-
bank, it was decided after cesaation
on hostlities in 1918, to re-start in this
centre, and as o result ‘the shipbmild-
ing town became the headquarters of
the Clydesdale Club as we know it
to-day. From that date the glory of
“(" pnifdrm was dimmer than n days
of yore, but the Clydebank pilonecrs
never gave up trying. The namé of
the late Matthew Dickzon will be
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familinr to an  elder  generation.
Matthew Dickson was S.A.A.A. treas-
urer for 19 years. Alex. MeGregor,
Willie Gardner, John Kirkland, Charlie
Middler and Tom Miller all have
“4Clydesdale’’ for thelr middle name.

Over the last quarter of n century
there have been only five u-cfrupantu of
the Club President’s Chair. In 18382
Mr. 1. C. Gray, C.A., became treas-
nrer, and still executes this duty most
efficiently.

Two old members, now settled over-
seag, John D, Bemple, successful mara-
thon ronner in the United States and
px-Treasurer Archie Gourlay, In South
Africa, are never backward in sending
gubzeriptions, monetary and in kind.
Come On, - Jean!

Seazon 18930 saw a big increase in
club membership and that year it was
decided to form a Ladies’ n.
There was no Ilnck of volunteers and
in tlme no lack of talent in this latter
force, as evineed by thelr record.

In 1835 Jeam Tait brooght fresh
honours to the old elub when she was
chosen to represent Seotland in o
eross country International, and, during
the following three seasons, 1936718,
the club annexed the Ladies' Seottish
C.C. Championship title. On the track,
also, they had thelr sueccesses, and
Alllgon Ritchie was @ good wil:mm; of
the Scottish 880 yards event In 1937,

National Champlons Fourteen Times

It happened in’ the ‘good old days,
but Clydesdale are still proud of their
letter-heading, which reads, “National
Champlons - Fourteen  Times."” And
well they might be. Inocaddition, on
18 geeasions, they supplied the Indivi-
doal winner of this cross country
event.

Track champlonships from 880 yards
to 10 miles were also won in Clydes-
dale ‘colours by “old timers,” such as,
. McPhee, 8. Stevenson, D W. Mill,
W. Hobertson and Andrew Hannah.

Nevertheléss, 'seazon (103830 gave
promise of better things to come. Third
place wag taken in the National Junior
Team Champlonship, while the “big
uns ' eprned the most Improved team
medals in the Hdinburgh to Glasgow
road race.

Clydesdale Harrlers Club is steeped
in tradition—previous  achlevements
stand ofit as a goide and an Inspiration
to present-day members. Patience and
entlinglasm on the part of current
officinl= 'is doing much to restore the
old club to its former place of glory.
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YOUTH TAKES A BOW
CLYDESDALE’S BALLOT TEAM RACE

There was a grand, turm-out of :,'nuth
In the Ballot Team Race organised by
Clydeadale Harrlers on  Saturday.
November. Sth, 1848, at Olydebank.

The fifty-seven boys lined up for t‘b&
glart of the two-and-n-half miles race
wonld bave been impressed by the
oceasion as runpers had come from all
parts of Glasgow and surrounding dls-
tricts and it was to many, thelr ﬁm
entry in open competition.

A first blg race is always @ great
X perlence,

The route was all fairly level road,
ztarting at Olydebank, towards pnd
throngh the new housing scheme at)

Garscadden, cirellng back to Clyde-©

hank, finishing via the rond parailel to
the Forth and Clyde Canal.

Afiter the inltial burst at the start,
o bunch of six jointly took the lead
and man together for the hlgg\eat part
of the dlatqnce

As L'I.'my approached the finish the
pace " peppexd ' up and W. Young ( Vie-
toria Park A.A.C.) who had been ron-
ning with ease all the way. speinted
ahead and won comfortably in 15 min.
26 mec. T, Millar (Kilbanchan A.AC.)
and: W, Willlamson (Greenock’ Glen-
park) had a real * dost-up™ and the
Kilbarchan hoy just reached home one
second in front,

Here are the individoal placings of
the first 28 runners : —

1. W. Young - Victoria Park AAC

o 15 min. 26 sec.
2. T. Millar — EKillbarchan AACL
15 min., 32 see.
4. W. Willinmaon  Greenock Glen, H.
15 min. 353 sec.
4. 1. J.Duffy <w — Garacobe H.
15 min, 39 ser.
N 8. Lawson — e < Maryhill H.
fi. Id Compbell — — Shettleston H.
7. F. Oassells wom — = Plebelan H.
8. J. Jordan -~ — — Maryhill H
8. T. Pye ow —-Ancluncontain H.
10. . Barclay — e - Plebelan H.
11, A, Maodougall V. of Leven AAC.
12.. A, Smih -~ ~ — Plebelan, H.
13, G. Haddow - «- Clydesdale H.

14. A. Foster — — — — Alrdrie H

15 D, Reun.aﬂy e Grepnnek Gilen, FL
16, D. Allem . oo Kilbarchan AAC

17. 8. Pollock — v o Shettleston F.
18 J. Wright e oo (Maryhill 71
19, T, Millar —— — . Maryhill H.
20, J. Mellon - Vietori Park A A
21. W. Andrew - - lydesdale H.
22, ). McBaln — -~ Garscube FL
23, 'W. O'Kane — — ... Garscube 1.
24, R, MeOallom .o Kilborochan A AC
25. A Michle i — . Olydesdale H.
28, A, Hylan - — — Clydesddle H.
27. L. Howatt — — .= Plebelan 1T
28. BE. Cullen - o o Hamllton 11

The Ballot Tenm resnlt wis i —

1st—T. Pye, §: D, Rarelay, 10; D,
Kennedy, 15—34 pia. 2nd—W. Young,
1; 8. Lawson, §; 36—22 pis

Clydesdale Harrlers wera naturally
pleased at the responze o the race
and felt indebted to Mr, George Dallas,
Hon., Becretary N.C.OY., and Mr
Nellson, Clydebank Baths Superin-
tendent.

We glve a few of our reflections on
the race "

Fallowing the leaders closely all the
way, the race Inexperlence of the run-
nera was very obvious, For instanee,
though they were ruming into a strong
wind, they preferred to run six abreast
ruther than take protection from one
another. One long-legzed boy, because
he was getting tived near the finish,
thought it best to incresse the langth
of hia stride on the only st hili, This
was fatal,

Racing 48 not purely physical effort.
Every boy should learn that there is a
seience In running and that the mental
approdach 18 very Important.

The boys finishing in the last half
of the fleld need not be downhearted.
LRunning i8 a strange sport and a
definite study. All champions are not
marked from their youth; some iake
many years to develop class. The race
should be looked on as serving an
apprenticeship, where experience and
knowledge was gained. i

It would be learned by all partici-
pants that running is a great, friendly
and warm sport, with very cultured
dignity.

OPPORTUNITIES

—— FOR —

YOUNG PEOPLE

Appeal of the Home Civil Service

Secure Employment: Progressive Salaries:
Short Working Hours: Long Holidays:

Liberal Pension on Refiral from Service.

OPEN COMPETITIONS NOW RESUMED
THOUSANDS OF POSTS TO BE FILLED

Boys and Girls aged 15 and over
‘should start SPECIALISED Training
at

SKERRY’S COLLEGE

13 BATH STREET, GLASGOW

TELEFHONE : - - DOUGLAS 1151
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RUNNING COMMENTARY

by J. E. FARRELL,
{(Scottish 3, 6, and 10 miles Champlion).

Dennde  Shore, of South  Afrien.
recently ran 300 vawds in the
phenomenal time of 209 secs,

The official world record for this
distance stands to the eredit of J,
Kovacs (Hungary) with 30 secs, deqd,
although the famous professional Tun-
nier, Hurry® Hutehing, did  this time,
away back im 1854 ; another famons
professional sprinter, J. Donald=on, fs
credited with' n froction  Inside even
time, 20 G144 secs. to beesXact, In
anevtenr circles this time would have
been given as 80 secs, as amateur
reconds are only given to tenths of @
second. . -

Better  than all these * records™
however, is the 20.8 secs, put up by the
Jamualean sgensation  Herk, McKen-
ley, who within recent months has been
knocking ovir records Hke nine-plis,
in U.B.A. McKenley Is a compatriot of
A, Wint, ALAA. quarter-mile and half-
mile champion and, apparently, of the
same type, tall and loose-1imbed. Tlow-
ever, untll MeKenley's time is ratilied
by the Federatlon It will not rank o=
an official world record. The same
applies to Shore's thne, In the event of
MecKenley's time not being aceepted,

Outstanding Veterans—Some Examples

The merit of Shore’s performanee.
however, lies not only- in hiz amazing
speed, but in the fact that he is 31

L1} BL'IN“ (1
WRIGHT,

11 times
Scottish
Cross-Country
International.

years of age, definitely a veteran in
the sprints. When it §s recalled that
he represented South Afriea at the
Olymple Gomes in Berlin, in 1836, some
10 years ago, Shore's performance is
extraordinary. Not only that, but he
claims to be running faster than ever.
Surely the sunny South Afriean elimate
i not the only factor in his long-term
retention of form?

Long-distance runners are occasion-
ally noted for splendid achievement=s
in the wveteran stage, for example,
Arthur Newton, and in the shorter
long-distance events, ** Dunky " Wright,
but even in the middle distances cases
are rare and In the sprints they are
conapienous hy thelr absence,”

In the middle distances we have the
case of versatile Albert HIll, who won
roces from half-mile to four-miles and
was also g duel-winner for Great
Britain at the Olympic Games at Ant-
werp, 1820, when 83 vears of nge.
The next year at 34 years of age he
not only regained the AAA, one-mile
championship, but set up the then
English Native record of 4 ming, 18.8
SeCH,

What an amazing performance when
it is renlised that away back in 1910
he won the longer 4 miles AAA.
championship in the fast thme of 20
ming. 35 eecs. Nowmdorys  Albert
Hill iz equally well-known a3 mentor
to the inimitable Sydney Wooderson.

Amazing Sprint Come-Back

In the sprints we have the classic
example of * Johnole "' Riach of Ratho,
who In 1823 ecame back to win the
Ponwderhall Sprint after bhaving won
the same event in 1000 — 13 years
earlier. Then 335 years of age, GIt, Gins.
in helght and 9 stone in welght—not
by any- menns of muscnlar build—and
after 16 years of ronning he was
reckoned to be running faster than
BVET.

Then our own George Dallas was on
the 80 year mark when wioning his
SA AN Pmile title. and of course,
“RIillT Robert's epic ronning for
Britain in the 4 by 400 meires relpy
at the recent Oslo European Games, at
34 years of nge, iz still fresh in
Memary.
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Yeteran Elswick Star Still Winning

On Saturdoy, Mth November, Heaton
Harrlers ran off thelr annoal memoria
road race over o course of approxl-
mately 5F miles, which resulied as
follows (—

1, A Burna (Elswick) ; 2, 1: tankin
(Benwell); 3, It. 8. Walker (Saltwell).
Perhaps nutlung remarkable in | thar
untll we recognise this is the sume
Alee. Burns whoe was sueh n tower of
atrength In  the unbeatable English
crogg-country  International tewms pre-
wiar, congisting of Holden, IMotis,
Beavers, Evenson, Dalley, %ete,

This tall loose-limbed pacer has the
distinetion of belng the kst winner of
the AAA. four-miles champlonship as
far back as 1981, Thereaftor this event
was deepped (12 In Scotlund) n favonr
of the three amd six miles which proxi-
mate more closely to the 5,000 and
10,000 metres Olymple events.

Perhaps Burns'  best  performance
was In an event In which he finished
ouly second. In the ALAA. chomplon-
shipz of 1984, the fnm va J. Nojl, of
Poland, won the six-milles title in the
best championship tme of 20 mrins.
4.2 secs. beating Burns only by
regson of his stronger finish, The
latter's time of 20 minsg 45 seca s
phitnomenal and stunds as an Englsh
Natlve Iecord. The merit of this per-
formange s brought owt when we
raalise that his time biats that of the
great Alfred Shrubb, and 15 8 mere 8
secs. outside Nurmi's FEritish record of
20 ming, 30.4 socs,

It was rumoured some time ago that
Burns might attempt the marathon
AVt Perlmps mow  that he has
returned to, winning vein we might see
b at Mﬂrwt.h'i Burns, in common
with the famous Ernest Harper, had
one pecnlinge charncteristic,  namely,
the lnek of o sprint finigh; but then
these relentless pacers seldom had nesd
of one—the * killing " puce they invaris
ably set deprived their opponents of
thelr enstomary finlshing powers,

Another Coloured Star

The West African, E. A, Cofie, who
has  recently  been  re-lnstated, is
reckomed hy  some to e the fastest
professional sprinter In Britaln and s
keen  to mateh  his ‘speed agninst
MeDonald Balley, Britain's dual sprint
pliampion. Twenty-six years of ags,
and 6ft. in height, this dental student
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from . the Gold Coast: is rockoned an
even-timer in the sprints and value
tmdler 50 secs, for the 440, It =eems
that Edinburgh Southern i9 the lucky
club likely to have his services,  He
has oo with distinetion at Powderhall
and in the North of England and
apparently was unaware of any precise
distinetlon between professional  amil
amatenr,

Cozens—Hept on Walking

Bert Coxens, deseribed as g profes-
slonal walker, (47 yvears of age) staried
walking round Romford stadium on
September 30th din an attempt to sur-
pass Captain. Barelay's feat of wilking
1000 miles in 1K hdurs.  Stopping
only for brief rests he coversd 2652
miles in 1000 hours wnd went on to
cover 3000 miles In 1,136 hours, 12
minntes., d.e, 3000 miles In approxi-
mately 458 da;rﬂ

Stated o be a chronle suerer Trom
Insomnia, it i3 clalmed that le rested
for only 204 hows durlng the wum: ol
bis walk, which surely pots him into
the freakish entegory, in as much as
he wis able to preserve his staming
with the bare minimum of  =leep.
Cosens wore out 8ix pairs of shoes and
consumed 100 gallons of ' ted in his
test which i3 eclolmed to be one &f
the greatest endurance feats’ of all
time. ' But 'of cowrse 1t 15 very difiealt
to grade fents of this nature whers
the emphasis is primarlly on endir:
ance. What I8 to be our yard-Stick of
Measurement ¥

For example, Perey Tteading, of Polys
technde Flarrlers, recontly walked non-
stop for 24 hours and =t up #n new
world record of 129 miles 740 yards, ut
White City, London, the previous
record made in 1908 by Tommy Payne.
being 127 miles, 544 yards. In this
case the roce agalnst the elock: W t.hc
more pressing element, -

Another Type of Test

In 19346, George Flessier Johnston, o
noted  physiedl  eulturist dnd  Hiker,
claimed o world enduranee record by
hiking from New York to Pittsbure, s
distance of 57T7.8 miles, in 20 -dawys,
without partnking of a singls portion
of food, only water passing his lips
His origimal intentlon wos to walk
from New York to Chicago. n distanee
of 1000 miles but the condition of hiz
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Teet apart from other factors caunsed
him to stop at Plttsburg—which itsell
was a prodiglovs feat of enduranee,
The hike, a highly-powered form of
advertising, was sponsored by the wéll-
kndwn - Ameriean physical culturist,
Berpdrr Macfadden, to demonstrate the
possibilities of bodily vitality and
endurance.

« « » And Nature's Compensation

Examined by medical men emch day,
“ Pinkie " Johnaom, he was dubbed,
welghed 11 stone 3 lbs. at the outset
and slightly under 9 stone at the ter-
mination of hia, ¥hike” As his lezg
did most. of the work it would be sor-
mized that they would be severely
“thinned down " with the loss of over
two stone in welght, but a comparison
of “hefore and after” photographs
shows quite the contrary. In number
{1) we see the well-developed torso and
in (2) a deflated torso with ribs promi-
nently dlsplayed—demonstrating  that
Nature had taken weight from the
upper part of the body to protect the
legs which underwent the greafest
strain,

Photo Finish

Dead-heatg are not S common in
athletics as to e unworthy of mention,
On - Saturday, 9th November, H. I.
Churcher and J. B, Rutland (Belgrave
Harrlers) tied for first place in a seven
miles road walk, In 53 minz 34 secs,;
with T. Lloyd: Johnston, third, in 54
mins; 46 secs. Perhaps the first palr,
being team-mates were not desperately
trying to beat the other—but if they
were really trying—what a4 temptation
to break into a Tan!

Stuart Wins Noviee * Crown™

J. Stoart of Shettleston, won the
Matlonal Noviee at Pollok Estate, on
November 23rd, by reason of his extra
tonrh of class and experfence. Never-
theless he was given a harder mace
than many dmagined and had many
anxious moments before reaching the
finlahing line. Btill eredit must not be
withheld from him. He carried the
onns of being favourite under adverse
mnderfioct conditions In whigh any-
thing might have happened, and when
thﬂnrislsutthe race was reached he
came through a8 a champlon ' shouald.
Smart of Edinburgh Southern was the
“find " of the race; especlally when it
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ig learned that he has little cross-
country experience. When he acquires
this most Important commodity this
lad might prove a sensation,

The youthful Adam and Smith were
expected to ba well up but surprised
evarybody by’ their powerful finishing
efforts agalnst more mature runners
Both are strong lads and as Smith
of Garscube iz still a youth heis bound
to 'be a hot favourite for the Beottish
Youths championship next March.

A curlous feature of the race was
the fact that the first four Tunners are
all good milers. Has this any signi-
ficance?

Disappointment for James Fleming

Due to having won ‘a minor award
in a eross-country mce durlng the war
years, James Fleming was barred from
competing just prior to the start
Although the officials had no option
but to comply with the rulés It was
doubly unfortunate that such a tech-
nieal Infringement should come to the
notiee of officialz at such a kate hour,
as the lad was unaware of having
Infringed his status and was fit and
eager to rum

During the war yeara scores of
Bervice runners. of good class, most
have competed in Service races, Who
I8 to gay whether.or not they infringed
their statns?

It would have been most interesting
to see Fleming mateh his speed against
Stnart.

The Motherwell star may not be at
hizs happlest over heavy cross-country
tralls, but there is little doubt that he
Is Beotland’s best miler, Among other
splendid performances fo his credit
waa his sscond to Sydney Wooderson
in the British Army Mile Ohampion-
ship, Let's hope this splendidly boil
runner gets an opportunity to win the
Seottish mile champlonship next year.

Beautiful Packing by the Vale

Vale of Leven justified the confidence
Msplayed in them by an almozt perfect
exhibition of team packing. They cer-
tainly had the right ldem as to how
to win the team race and they acecom-
plished thelr task thoroughly.

Talking of team-packing, Glasgow
University seem +to have the secret
too, ag, led by capable Tain Laing, they
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have successfully beaten Edinburgh,
St Andrew's, Liverpool and Shetfield
Universitles, Can they  retain their
unbeaten record in “varsity  contestsy

Wooderson A Cross-Country
International?

It seems that Wooderson will not be
entirely lost to rumning olthough he
slatea he will definitely not vy any
more top-glass trawck raclog, but will
asgist his club, Blackheath. Ammden
and Australin were keen to sSee the
little marvel but invitations from these
spurces have been recretfully turned
down, Interesting 18 the possibility
that he may, next vear, try the cross-
country championships if fit and well,
Would he be egually successful over
field and fen?

Controlled Speed

Wooderson had gifts of great advan-
tage to a middle and distance runner—
a loosa but compact style and  the
ability to change gear at a glven
moment. Many distance monners get so
settled to the rhythm of their pace
that they are unable to regpond to an
opponent or disconcert ldm by a sudden
spurt, but Wooderson conld change Into
top gear af am given moment and the
story of his successful races brings out
this factor to advantage,

News of Bobby Reid

Little has been hesrd lately of
Bobby Reld, the well-known Doon har-
rier and now one of Blrchfield's stal-
warts, Disappointed - with Iils running
at Ayr, in the last International,
Bobby has been taking -things easily
and alming to time himself for * when
It i= necessary.” He expects to run in
his elub trial on December 21st—in
which the flrst seven runners travel to
Chartres to meet some Freoch clubs
in an inter-club contest on Bunday,
January, 12th. He thinks the experi-
ence may be valuable but does not aim
tin be at peak form and cites the case
of Jack Holden who, Invited fo @
similar race one January, finlshed 18th
yet won the Internationsl title two
months hence, !

After this French test hls programme
ineludes the Midlind championships on
Februnary 22nd, and then the English

R. REID
{(Birchfield and Doon Harriers).

Natlonal on March Sth, at Apsley, ont-
gide London, when lie hopes to help
Birchfield Harriers to regain the Eng-
lish cross-country team champlonship,
and (I may add for the modest Bobby)
make sore of hizs place In Scotland's
team for Paris; for due to his com-
mitments on Febroary 22od and Mareh
8th he ia8 a doubtful starter in the
Scottlsh  cross-country  championships
on. Marnch 1st. Reld iz the holder of
this title which was Iast competed for
at Tanark In 1989, and It would be a
pity should he be unable to defend it
through the pressure of events,
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dack Holden Still Eager for the Fray

Apparently Joack Holden, doyen of
oross-country runners, 1s feeling so H
and well that notwithstanding his sue-
cessful excursion Into long distances he
contemplates making another appenr-
anee for the English cross-country
Internatbonal team; and despite Juck's
alleged statement that he is not doter-
ested in the Olymple Marathon, many
closely associated with the sport
believe he may be gquietly bullding him-
solf up with that event In mind, In

<rosssountry cireles he was noted for
his ability to arrlve at peak fitness for
a specific event, Can he carry, this
same gift into the Marathon distanoe?

Representing Their Country

Incidentally, Holden has represefed
his eountry (England) consscutively
from 1920 onwards, giving a gramd
total of twelve International appear-
anees, Had it not been for the sus
pension of champlonship events from
1040-45, a period of six years, there I8
little r.luul:lt that he would have been
well ahead of all rivals, As it is 1
believe that Thomas, of Wales, has 13
selections to his credit, though on one
ocension he was selected Wales did not
actoally start in the race. The ver-
satile “ Dunky" Wright is better
konown as a4 marathon runner yet with
a cgrand total of 11 appearances, he
holds the Scottizh record for Inter-
nirtional cross-country selectlon, one

more than Suttle Smith, another stal-,

wart. Jim  Flockhart with elzht
appedarances Is next and but for the
war perlod must have had an excellent
<hance of topping  Scotland's  list—
egpecially as he iz still in * the Tin-
ning ™ for Scottish team selaction.

Championship Monopoly

The late Andrew Hannah and Suttie
Smith are joint record holders of the
Seottlsh eross-country  ehampionshipe
with five wins apiece, Wext on the 1ist
come  Dunky " Wright and Jim Flock-
hart with fonr thle wins, An, interest-
Ing point is that from. 1923 up to the
war peciod, Wright, Smith and Flock-
hart have, with the exception of . one
o two, Intetlopers monopolised  this
«hampionship between them.

Morpieth to Neweastle
This populdr fre-war road roce 18
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again being resuseitated. amd on Now
Year's Day there Is sore to be a hig
invasion of Seottish ronners for this
event, Marvhill Harrlers arve sending
it team down, and there may be runners
from Clydesdale; Hamilton. and Bella-
ltouston, as well as others,

Alee Dow, of Kirkealdy Y.M.C.A.
hog alse signified hia desire to com-
pete. Dow an ex-10-mile clmmpion of
Spotland, has given splendid service in
the past to  Scottish  International
teams and will perhaps be hest remer-
bered for his brilHant thisd in the
1936 International event at Blackpool,
from a field of 64 of Europe’s best
erosgcountry experts, Dow mmy com-
pete. o the Scottish  crogs-country
champlonships next March, but feels
that he may not be quite =0 ey
a8 of yore, He would like fo tackle
the full distance marathon, and ghould
do well in this type of event as he
has a style of elfortless ease and glides
along with the minimom of back NIt

Nigel Barge Memorial Road Race

Maryhill Harriers are agaln going
ahead with this popular fixtore on the
first! Saturddy of the New Year omdl
hopae to get their usual lorge torn-out.
Sporetary, Fred Graham asks me fo
point out that in the eyvent of a tie
the team with the first three rupners
past the post will be the winner.

Howard High-Lights

This very Intaresting trail of just
under five miles of undulating road is
ideal for aording crogs-country run-
mers @ chance to fest thelr speed
before getting down (o serious Cross-
country work.

The last two races run over this
epuras have been chiefly notable for
the grand: running of Harry Hownrd
of Shettleston, who bas twice smashed
the course record, the second oecision
beating his own figures set ap the
previous year. His time of 24 min. 4
4/10th secs. 18 a4 targer that will take
some beating as on that occasion he ran
elear away from  his fleld includine
myself. Afflicted’ by a stubborn spell
of wstuleness, Howard 8 training

steadily and gmdoally in an attempt -

to reach his old form,

Scottish Cross-Country Prospects

1t is rather early to assess probables
for Seotlund's eross-country team bu
indleations are that there will ‘e in-
tense ‘competition for- places inothe
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team for Parls. Not the least Interest-
ing feature will be tha challenge of
Youth versus Experience and althounsh
the Natlonal test Is one in which

experiencs 18 a vital factor, exceptional
gpeed and viellity are also peeded. It
s good news to learn that Jim Flock-

FIRST-RATE READING

DEsR Smme—You oun be assured of our
wholehearted cooperation In your
aplendid endeavolir to foster and keep
alive the sport of cross-country nmd
track ronning throughout Scotland.

As you know our club is in o iis
infancy, but through stlmulus of The
Seots Athlete, intorest and enthusiasm
for our sport ds belng maintained down
here In Vale of Leven,

On behalf of the Committee, 1 have
much plengure in sending o dontion
of £1 to help the development of the
paper, i

. We are dll delighted with the sei-up
of the magazine and vote it firstrate
reqding.

Best wishes and more strength to
your [en.

Yours sincerely,
W, Stevenson,
Hon. Sec. Vale of Leven ALALC,

FUN AND FRIENDSHIP

Desr Mz Ross—Thia morning |
recetved my copy of The Scols Athlete,

I should just like to say how much
I enjny_the reading and do oot .see
how it can fail to be a strong impetuos
to athletles in our country, For close
on twao years I have been a Bevin Boy,
working in Fife, and ean only nmnage
a.run with my clubmates once In a
while. I find your magazine very help-
ful regards keeping. fn toneh with the
sport and J. E. Farrell's Running Com-
mentary. 15 exesllent,

My club Is Bellahouston and the fun
and friendship among our boys g, I
feel sure, a feature of all harrier- aml

hart I8 giving himself a thorough pre-
paration, for this brilliant’ winner of
the Brussel's Internatlonal in 1837 is

of the type that can pull out the hit

extra nesded for the hig cocasion, and
hig inclugion in a Scottish team would
b heneficial for its stc-ndxlng effeet
flone. "

athletic clubs, Nowhere cion yvou find
botter companions and sportsmanship
than in the ranks of amateur athileties,

Bellohouston ia coming B well both
in track and cross-couniry events anil
1 feel sore we will in time regain the
posltion we held pre-war,  Personally
I prefer track running and last seasom
gained a few points for * The Della ™
In sprint events.

Let me .close by =ayving that this
November edition i3 grand and [ hope
in, time you will be able to increas:
g gize and consequently its scope. It
well merits the charge and will, T am
gure, get Lhe fallest support from every
onthusiast, Nours in Sport,

James M. Cunningh:anm,
Nitshill, Glaszow.

“GRADUATION"” AND THE “WEE"
CLUBS

Desn Sip,—Reading in this month's
Izzne of The Scols Athlele, T was very
much interested In James L. Logan's
articla on page 9. 1 heartily agree with
Mm on most of his points.bot T muost
take exception to his paragraph which
states, * The *big clubs, howevery cin
do'more’ in * missionary ' work dn this
field, and, perhaps, help o themselves
ton,  For mo one conld possibly objeot
if ‘4 “star” produced by a “wee' clob
eventually gradoated fto one df the
higzer clnhs] where he could receive
the coaching and facilities required by
those approaching Intérnational stand-

Personally T feel that this * gradua-
tion " comes to mean the poadhing of
zood runmers from wedak clubs by the
atrong ones. T am very much
to this, If a "wee" club Tears a
“atar " does it I*E.Hﬂﬂﬂﬂhly follow that
he will became a “ brizhiter star * when
caached elsewhere? T doubt' It Some-
times a star rynner Is the backbone of
a “wee” ¢lub and his dnpq may
be a death-blow to his club ‘ta the
detriment of our sport,

Yours in Sport, |

Alrdrie. R. J. B. Ebiott.
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TO PAY OR NOT TO PAY

By JAMES L, LOGAN

Payment of *° broken time ** is the outsiand-
il:: question in amateur clrcles at the prosent
.

What do oor readers think?  We 1n1ﬂo
This

Hore, James L. l-om.lmuv.er.rlltul-
Inting intredoctory eontributlon,—Editor,

In two recent fmsues, contributor
J. E. Farrell, has touched Hghtly on
the subject of * broken-time ™ payment
to athletes engaged in International
comtests. His position as a potential
particlpant In future events of this
nature (the 1948 Olympic Marathon, we
hope) perhaps compels him to say
rather less on the subject than he
would Hke,

The subject, however, is one of pro-
found importance and as it might
affact the whole structure of athleties
wa should be giving it our urgent
attention now. Other countrles, we
know, already have very definite views
on it and 4f we do not have a clear
policy when the subject ia discossed
intermationally we might find ourselves
aequiescing too Teadily in a system
which would perhaps be repugnant to
ng when we found out its full implica-
tlons.

The protagonists of * broken-time "
payment use an argument which at
first wmight, s reasonable and demo-
cratie,

“Why,” they say, “should any
athlete be compelled to sacrifice the
honour- of representing his country
abroad because he cannot afford the
loss of wages for the perfod of his
absence from work. It is surely unfair
to the athlete and means that his
country will be represented by second
hest or worse"

I eannot think of a rensonable argu-

- ment against this. The principle of
amatentism, rememberd is that the
athlete ehall not' Penefil fAnancially
from his prowess. Compensation for
the exact amount of wages lost does
not, therefore, contravene the principle.

If we could be ahsqutst hmci-tnin
that the system would en we
m:{:d acquiesce in the knowledge that
the amateor Ideal was being Inter-
preted in a reasonable and demoeratic
MANNEr.

But, right now, let us foce the fact
that the eountries which are strongest

advocates of * broken-time "™ are in-
variably those who are immensely
occupled by the “natlonal prestige ™
angle on sport.

We salready know of the extont to
which some pountries go to ensure that
their athletic representutives will be
ong hundred per cent. fit for big inter-
national events. If Donald Robertson,
for instance, was of almost any other
natlonality than British do you think
that a vigilant authority would let him
do a hard day's “ graft™ before
putting in the all-important miles in
the evening? 1 don't think s0. For
montha before a blg event he would
probably work (not too hard, of course)
in the morning aud traln in the after-
OO,

It I3 a small etep from * broken-
time ™ for the period of participation
to paymemt for special training.

The opponents of ** broken-time " fear
that any slackening in the amateur
definitfon would lead to other abuses
of any privileges granted. Over-
peneronus AEReERmenta of WIS
fovolved, traipdng “exponses ™ and

cash indueements would be dlieult to
check and, anyhow,, can you imagine
the ugly situation if the ruling body of
one natlon reproached another on the
subject—perhaps even solemnly break-
Ing off relations!

The complete elimination of uneasy
amatenrism would not, a3 many people
aver, put all countries on the =ame-
footing. We have to bear in mind
that in some countries, for good or
evil, sport I8 State-smbsidized on a
vast seale. Some of these countries,.
with their notiona of pres-
tige, would go to ridiculous lengths to
ensure that thelr top-ranking athletes
would obtain every material advantage
in obtalning * Olympic" fitness, This
country simply could not, and I am
happlly confident, would not attempt
to emulate them.

Remember, too, that the professional
track and field athlete Is not to bhe -
compared with, =ay, the professional
foothaller. The latter provides a
weekly show for paying patrons. after -

' the fashion of a stage performer. He

enrna his keep.
Athletles, obviously, does not come -
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into the sategory of a payving show in
the same sense as footballl The pro-
fesslonnl athlete, especially In  the
Statesubaldised npationa, would he
merely o sort of gladiator, paid and
kept by his country for the purpose
of upholding the nallnnal prestige in
sporting eombat.

I pannot see thizs hapiening here, of
conrse. But I can visualise a situatlon
where exeessive attention would he
directed on a select few who give
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promise of attuining * internatiopal ™
class, - i

Our free sporting Institutions, which
were in existence half-a-century hefore
gport became organised elsewhere,
exist primarily for the benefit of the
MANY.

Whether new developments will be
to the benefit or otherwise of athletics
generally iz the real problem we have
to_consider.
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s O Scasonable Suggestion o=

Why not give your friend a present that would recall your friendship every
wonth In the year? Have his, or her, name added to “ The Scot's Athlete "
Subaeribiers’ List, and your GIft will help to build up a lasting interest in onre
st

Our SUBSCRIPTION RATHES are:—
6 months—3/6 (post free) ; 12 months—6/6 (post free).
The free receipt of a copy of this paper I8 an invitation ro subseribe.
In the mrores-t of amatenr athletics, pleaze respond.
MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY.

Cut Here

To “The Seots Athlete,”
i 3t. Vincent Street, Glasgow, O.2.

Please send * The Scots Athlete '’
Name,
Club (if any) .
Adddress,
Lentlose e — .. ..o & fi months/12 months subscription.



